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Her mission brings artC to schools
EDUCATION: Valley
monl's nonprofit raises
funding for materials.

By Gonnie Llanos
Staff Wriler

RXSEDA - Grorving up in Col-
orado in the 1970s, Spike Doio-
mite Ward was labeled the "class
artist" for her eccentric stvle and
bubbll' energv and she u'as gir en
limitless oppoflunities to irer-
cise her creative talents.

Years later. after haring a son,
Ward noticed he shared those
same qualities. But as a student
in a [.os Angeles Unified School.
hcr son u,as classified as h1per.
spacey and disorganized.

Being a trained artist. Ward
knew all her son needed q'as a
creative outlet. but she reaiized
then that her local school could
not prov'ide arts classes on a regu-
lar basis.

"l couldn't believe that, being
in l-os Angeles, the arts and
entertainment capital of the
u'orld, the kids in my son's
school couldn't go on a field trip
unless the PTA paid for it and
that visual arts $'ere not Dart of
the regular curricuiurn.' '  Ward
said.

After fundraising and volun,
teering to bring art supplies and
teachers to her son's school. the
stay-at-home nrom decided to
launch the Arts in Education Aid
Council. a nonprofit dedicated tcl
restoring music, painting and
cuiture to San Fernando \rallev
cla-ssrr)oms.

Nine I'ears later. ilith grant
funding and private donations.
Ward brings thousands of dol-
lars worth of materials and pro-
gramming to local schools.

,{nd be"v-ond the classroom she
also sets up art shows like the
second annual Vallev Art
Teacher Gallen'that open: todar
in Pasadena. u'here local art
tear'hers can sell their pieces."Teachers are spending mone-v-
out of their olrn pocket some-
times just to get the basics for
their kids. This is just a srnall
w?).- to sa1' thank you." \4-ard
said.

At a time rvhen funding for
arls prograrns in Los Angeles
Unified Sthool District schools is
being slashed or frozen, Ward
feels her program is needed
more than ever.

Nancy Od4 principal at IV{au-
rice Sendak Elementary School
in North HollWood, is one of a
handful of \ralley scirools that
gets Ward's prcgrant full time.

Oda calls Ward a "godsend."
'She comes in and asks me

s'hat I need and then she goes
and gets it for me. It's amazing
because she doesn't have to do
this for anyone," Oda said.

l\:ard provide,s supplies and
sen;rc!,s to more than 200 Vallev
schools but currently she gives
fuil-time programming to five
locai schools including Sendak,
Van Nden and Melyin Avenue
Elenientar.r'.

Oda said rhe prograrnnring
includes full-time art docents for
all students, I'iolin lessons,
recorder lessons and oryanized
famill' art days. She estiniated
that the vaiue exceeds $100.000
a year.

"But ihis also brings beauty to
our da1'. Some of our kids may be
struggling in their core subiects
but by honoringtheir taienn we
emporver them."

Veteran art teacher Carol
Orzack of North Holllwood l{igh
School said \Vard's donations
have been a relief after operating
on a shoestring budget for y.ears.

Orzack has used her on'n
money several times orer the
years to buy supplies for her
underfunded classes."llhen 

-v"ou are tired of being
tossed aside, it is nice to have
people like $'ard lift you up."

Her u.ork has also been
noticed bf' L{USD officials.

"lt is so irnportant that the
public take o*.nership and make
a commitment t0 afts opportuni-
ties in schools ... The (Arts in
Education Aid Council) does this
so admirabl-v in San Fernando
Vallel'," said Richard \f. Bur-
rous. director of arts education
lbr the district.

l\'ard admits that her mrssloll
of proriding full arts program-
nting to all Vaile""- public schools
is ambitious.

In nine )'ears she's adopted
fi'i'e schools - only Ig5 more to

But the spunlq. mother. who
sports teal plramid earrings
rvith matching e1'e shadou.. is
motivated b1' her desire to give
kicls in L.A. what she had grow-
ing up as a kid.'We have a whole generation
of kids. and teachers. who are
afraid ofthe arts because thefve
never had it taught in their
schools and they think it is just
for mysterious, talented people
and shy awa-v- from it," llrard
said."So many children now are
classified as weird, diagnosed as
ADD (attention deficit disorder)
and medicated. In fact, they just
might need to be given creative
tiings to do ... It's an atrocitv
that all kids don't have this.-
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Spike Oolomite Ward is
executive director of the Afis in
Education Aid Council, which is
sponsoring a show at the
Armory Center for the Arts rn
Pasadena through Feb. 22. tt
features works from Valley
teachers including Donna
Mercer's "Vonnegut - and so
it goes ...," left, and Carol
Orzak's "So Be Good For
Goodness Sake." For more
photos, go to dailynews,com.
Hans Gutknechvstatl PhotooraDher

tt 
we have a u,hole

generation ... $'ho
are afraid of the arts
because the;,-te
ne\ier had it taught
in their schools. tt
_ SPIKE DOLOMITE WARD
Arts in Education Aid Council

tt 
So,n" of our kids

ma)- be struggling in
their core subiects
but b1' honoring
their talents u.e
entpo\\,'er them. tt
- NAT{CY OOA
Maurice Sendak prrncipal

tt 
wh"n You are

tired of being tossed
aside, it is nice to
have pe'ople like
Ward lift you up.tt
- CABOT OBZACK
North Hollywood High art teacher


